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At a time of uncertainty for the Church, this robust challenge to an outmoded style of ministry 
offers realistic encouragement for the future. The course’s deliberately provocative title echoes: If 
you meet the Buddha on the road, kill him; its thesis is that the shadow of George Herbert's parish 
ministry lingers still in the Anglican Church, placing an impossible burden of unreasonable 
expectations upon today's parish clergy. Justin Lewis-Anthony sets out realistically to assess the 
context of Herbert's life and to explore the difficulties of parish life today; he concludes by outlining 
a more sustainable pattern for the future. It is about the long view. In looking at the status and role 
of parish clergy it draws on the work of historians, social anthropologists, psychologists and 
theologians and presents their ideas in a passionate style. It is neither a jeremiad nor pollyanna-ish 
in its analysis or its prescriptions, but rather sees the future strength of the parochial clergy to be 
found in a recovery of historic, renewed understandings of priestly ministry. In a climate of such 
uncertainty for the future of the church, it offers encouragement for priest and people. 
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